
P r i s o n  I n d u s t r i a l  C o m p l e x  (P IC)  is  a  term to descr ibe the over lapping interests  of
government  and industry  that  use survei l lance,  pol ic ing ,  and impr isonment  as  so lut ions to
economic ,  socia l  and pol i t ical  problems.

P r i s o n  i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p l e x  ( P I C )  A b o l i t i o n  i s  a  pol i t ical  v is ion wi th  the goal  of  e l iminat ing
impr isonment ,  pol ic ing ,  and survei l lance and creat ing last ing a l ternat ives  to  punishment  and
impr isonment .  F rom where we are now,  somet imes i t  i s  chal lenging to  imagine what  abol i t ion
is  going to  look l ike .  Abol i t ion isn ’ t  just  about  gett ing r id  of  bui ld ings fu l l  o f  cages .  I t ’ s  a lso
about  undoing the society  we l ive  in  because the P IC both feeds on and maintains  oppress ion
and inequal i t ies  through punishment ,  v io lence,  and contro ls  mi l l ions of  people .  Because the
PIC is  not  an iso lated system,  abol i t ion is  a  broad st rategy .  An abol i t ionist  v is ion means that
we must  bui ld  models  today that  can represent  how we want  to  l ive  in  the future .  I t  means
developing pract ical  s t rategies  for  tak ing smal l  s teps that  move us  toward making our
dreams real  and that  lead us  a l l  to  bel ieve that  th ings real ly  could be d i f ferent .  I t  means
l iv ing th is  v is ion in  our  dai ly  l ives .  Abol i t ion is  both a pract ical  organiz ing tool  and a long-
term goal .

BEYOND WALLS

The following terms may come up in the films and or after-screening discussion, and are
important to know when discussing Prison Industrial Complex (PIC) abolition. These
definitions were provided by Critical Resistance.
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P o l i c i n g  i s  a  socia l  re lat ionship made up of  a  set  of  pract ices that  are empowered by the state to
enforce law and socia l  contro l  through the use of  force .  Re inforc ing the oppress ive socia l  and
economic re lat ionships that  have been centra l  to  the US throughout  i ts  h istory ,  the roots  of
pol ic ing in  the Uni ted States  are c losely  l inked to  the capture of  people  escaping s lavery ,  the
enforcement  of  B lack Codes ,  and administ rat ion of  society ’s  compl iance with  racia l  capi ta l ism.
S imi lar ly ,  pol ice forces have been used to  keep new immigrants  “ in  l ine”  and to  prevent  the poor
and work ing c lasses f rom making demands.  As  socia l  condit ions change,  how pol ic ing is  used to
target  poor  people ,  people  of  color ,  immigrants ,  and others  who do not  conform on the st reet  or  in
thei r  homes also sh i f ts .  The choices pol ic ing requires  about  which people  to  target ,  what  to  target
them for ,  and when to  arrest  and book them play a major  ro le  in  who u l t imately  gets  impr isoned.

C r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  i s  the process through which act ions become i l legal  and people  become labeled
“cr iminal . ”  Ent i re  groups of  people  and communit ies  are cr iminal i zed when targeted by pol ic ing .
“Cr ime”  is  constructed;  what  is  considered a cr ime changes across  t ime and space,  somet imes
very  quick ly .  Often those changes happen because of  pol i t ical  forces that  are manipulat ing publ ic
fears  instead of  responding to  the issue at  hand.  

R e f o r m i s t  Whi le  “ reform” s imply  means a change,  reformist  refers  to  a  k ind of  l iberal  pol i t ical
leaning that  maintains  the current  oppress ive system by ins ist ing the system is  broken and just
needs to  be f i xed.  C la iming the P IC (or  any of  i ts  tools)  is  broken supports  i t  cont inuing to  ex ist .
Reformist  reforms,  or  reformist  change,  are  about  improving inst i tut ions so that  they can work
better .  But  when an inst i tut ion is  rooted in  oppress ion h istor ical ly  and is  des igned in  order  to
maintain  power lessness and inequity ,  making that  system work  better  wi l l  increase i ts  abi l i ty  to
inf l ict  harm and v io lence.  I f  the job of  a  system is  racia l i zed socia l  contro l ,  then f i x ing i t  to  do i ts
job better  wi l l  improve how i t  carr ies  out  racia l i zed socia l  contro l .  The system needs to  be
complete ly  uprooted and dismant led in  order  to  end i ts  oppress ive power  over  our  l ives .  
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